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Graduation exams a waste
By Lawrence Feirtberg

A s a third-term school
board member, I have
followed the debate

over proposed state gradua-
tion exams closely for the
last 18 months. And I can't
see how the exams would
benefit the students or tax-
payers of the school district
of Haverford Township,
where I serve, or any of the
other school districts in Dela-
ware County and the rest of
suburban Philadelphia.

The proposed Keystone
Graduation Exams would
have the state spending
about $200 million in public
funds on a program that has
no proven benefit for stu-
dents or taxpayers, even
though it has been imple-
mented in 24 states.

It may sound good to
trumpet accountability as a
reason to support this pro-
posal, but where is the ac-
countability if there are no
data showing that the pro-

gram does any good? There
are no data demonstrating
that students who perform
well on high school exit ex-
ams go on to perform better
in college or the workplace,
or that such exams improve
education in any way.

It is clear, however, that
the exams would provide an
enormous benefit to the out-
of-state company that would
be awarded the $201 million
contract to develop and ad-
minister them. The princi-
pals of that company have
contributed generously to
the governor's campaigns.

In a recent letter to the Pa-
triot-News, in Harrisburg,
State Senate Education Com-
mittee Chairman Jeffrey Pic-
cola said: "A number of su-
perintendents from large and
small districts statewide
have shared their enthusi-
asm and endorsement for the
Keystone Exams."

But after a year and a half
of controversy and discus-
sion, only 30 of the state's 500

superintendents signed on to
a letter to the legislature sup-
porting Hie exams- If only 3 of
50 senators supported a pro-
posal, it would not be consid-
ered an endorsement

There is no question that
many of our high school stu-
dents are graduating without
the skills they need for college
and the workplace. The ques-
tion is how to best address
that shortcoming.

More mandated testing is
not the answer. Graduation
exams would be an enor-
mous waste of taxpayer dol-
lars that we can ill afford, as
well as just plain bad public
policy with no basis in re-
search.

Lawrence A. Feinberg is
chairman of the Delaware
County School Boards
Legislative Council and
cochairman of the Southeastern
Pennsylvania School Districts'
Education CoaJftion.
He can be contacted at
lfeinberg@thetocalgroup.com.
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